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General Membership Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 15, 2016
Welcome, Call to Order
President’s Report:		Megan Haas & Sally Porter
· The meeting was called to order at 12:38 pm. The attendance sheet is attached to these minutes.
· VOTE: Standing Rules, Goals
MOTION #1: Missions and Goals
Tracy Drake moved that we approve the PTSA Missions & Goals as presented. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

MOTION #2: Standing Rules
Danielle Graham moved that we approve the Standing Rules for 2016-2017 as presented. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

· Cancelling BBQ – We had to cancel the back to school BBQ due to insufficient volunteers and ticket sales. People who bought tickets were sent an email offering refund or donation options.
· Council Updates – A couple of presentations are coming. On September 29th a movie called “Walking into Darkness” about suicidal youth will play at 6:30 pm in Sammamish. There will be another screening of “Screenagers” at IHS on October 17th @ 7 pm.in the theatre. Parent Ed in spring will include John O’Sullivan on competitive sports and Jessica Leahy on gifted kids. Pine Lake Middle School will be rebuilt. It is supposed to be completed in 2018. The new building will be built on the current field.

Secretary’s Report:		Susan Hansen
· The May 26, 2016 General Membership Meeting Minutes were approved as presented.
  
Treasurer’s Report:		Tracy Drake
· A financial review was performed over the summer and everything is in order. 
· The tax return was completed and filed early. 
· Treasurer report – lots of our income (almost $22,000) from membership, pass the hat, and the BBQ came in last month. The Treasurer’s Report is attached to these minutes.
· Present and VOTE on 2016-2017 budget
MOTION #3: Budget 
Carolyn Kennedy moved that we approve the 2016-2017 final budget as presented. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
· The biggest change in the proposed budget was deducting $1500 for BBQ income. The same amount was taken out of our curriculum enrichment grants. 
· We decided at the May General Membership Meeting to keep $10,000 cash in our account and to take the rest ($4700) and move it to curriculum enrichment grants.




VP & Committee Reports

Fundraising:		Lynda Nielsen
· Pass the Hat:  Encourage/remind people to donate to Pass the Hat to make up some of our budget losses. We don’t do any other fundraising. Pass the Hat is our only fundraiser. 

Membership:		Jen Fredrick & Sheryl Furey
· Update:  803 members as of this week. 28 teachers, 106 individuals and 668 family memberships. (We ended with 847 memberships last year.)
· Remind people that you get a Directory when you buy a membership.

Programs:		Kammy Lull
· Reflections information:  Tracie Jones reported that they started today with the first announcement to the kids. We were very successful last year. One of our kids placed 2nd in the state! Please get the word out about reflections. There is information on the PTSA website, in the eNews and announced at school today.
· BBQ refund process:  Emails were sent to those who bought tickets offering refunds or the opportunity to donate the ticket money back.
· Grants – There will be further detail and voting at the October meeting. The vote was deferred pending further discussion with Dana Bailey.
· Open positions: Caring Thru Sharing is currently open.

Volunteers:		Lisa Small
· Background checks must be completed and cleared before you can volunteer. It is taking almost two weeks to clear at this point. 
· Vision & Hearing on 9/30; JA for 8th graders, and Makeup picture day on October 12th are all upcoming events that need volunteers.
· Open positions:       	8th grade party (must be 8th grade parent)
                                           	8th grade promotion (must be 6th and 7th grade parents)

Communications:	Carolyn Kennedy
· Web site overview:  Sign up for eNews. Tons of info is on our website:  Pacificcascadeptsa.org

ASB:			Nicole Garcia & Tracie Jones
· We are rebuilding the ASB program. Ms. Butson is in charge of it now.
· We need locker check and lost & found chairs.
· Alison Tobey and Stephanie Shipley chair the student store, which is hopefully starting October 7th. They will reach out for volunteers, and they might be changing what they sell at the store. 
· We do staff breakfasts each month.

Student Outreach 	Cami Blumenthal & Marie Hardy

· Student Outreach is a committee to help students with unmet needs at home. We will send out requests from time to time when we find out about a student need.  There is only a small budget, so we rely on parents to volunteer and donate (“the Angel Network”). So far we have met three requests this year: gas cards, shoes and 7th period snacks. You can get on the Angel Network list on the PTSA website or you can sign up here at the PTSA meeting.  We will be sending out a request today for a family that has an immediate need for cash.

Legislative/Advocacy:	Lisa Callan

· WA State PTSA has a legislative assembly to decide which issues they will address with the WA legislators. PCMS has 11 votes, but needs eleven different people to vote. That’s a high number, so we need people to attend the legislative assembly on October 21 & 22 in Olympia. They will be voting on their top 5 issues they think the State PTSA should spend the most time and money on.
· At a city level, there are discussions in Issaquah on making changes to Sunset Blvd. which would affect IHS.  The City of Sammamish is discussing what to do with Issaquah-Fall City Road which runs past PCMS.
· McLeary update:  The parties had to provide an update to the Washington Supreme Court last week. The State requested that they be relieved of the burden of the contempt fine. The Plaintiffs wanted even stiffer sanctions. The Court has not decided yet, but will soon. Tied into McLeary is how we use levy dollars. There has been a conversation about taking some levy authority away from the districts and apply it statewide. There is lots of uncertainty, so it makes it difficult for the district to plan ahead.

ISF:			Lisa Small
· The school district is not allowed to fundraise for itself. ISF is non-profit that funds many things in the ISD (like new curriculums). Donors are investing over $1.2 million this year in our school district.
· Mr. Fleming (librarian):  The students are fascinated with how fast/much he can read. They want to do a book-a-thon, completely voluntary, to raise some money for the library. 
· Marian Zidar would like to run a Scholastic Book Fair for us to raise money for the school.
		
Parent Ed:  Principal Dana Bailey

· Dana talked about the “state of the school.” We have 993 students and around 823 families. There are not many new teachers this year. For three of the periods, we have zero open classrooms. We are down 50 kids from last year. Having three lunches helps. 
· The Healthy Youth Survey is mandated and will be taken by all 6th and 8th graders this year unless you opt them out. Generally, smoking is down, marijuana is up, drinking is the same, mixed with risky behavior. 
· Common Assessments – they have finished them in math, science, health, and PE. This week is LA, then SS is next week. They use that data in part to change kids’ classes (like Math) where appropriate. 
· Next week Dana would like to launch the walk-about program with lunch helpers. She needs more parents to volunteer. Fridays is Dads’ day.  We also need help in the library during lunch because it’s where the gamers go. An entire lunch is 1.5 hours, but you don’t have to stay the whole time. Dana will send out sign up information in the eNews.
· Career day is January 27th.  It is a great day for working parents to come to school. 
· Curriculum night for 6th graders is next Tuesday and for 7th/8th graders it is the following week.
· Volunteers:  How do we get a better response from parents? Dana had to spend $1200 on extra help this year for Lynx days that she used to get for free from volunteers. That came out of her building fund. We are facing a real volunteer shortage.
· Finances: The District pays for salaries and busses. The building pays for repairs, consumables, library. The ASB budget pays for everything to do with sports except coaches’ salaries, all clubs, speakers, assembly and spirit days materials. Everything cultural, social, athletic or relational is paid for by ASB. The ASB budget is on shaky ground right now. If Pass the Hat doesn’t work, we might have to go back to selling magazines. We are short about $5000. 410 families made a donation to the ASB. Student store, ASB cards and Pass the Hat provide the revenue for the ASB. ISF pays for 7th period ($12,000) and gave grant for heart monitors for the PE classes.

Upcoming Dates:
· Next General Membership Meeting is Thursday, October 20th at 12:30 in the PCMS Library.
· No school on Columbus Day, October 10th
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:02 pm.
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